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July 22, 2011
Dear JCHS Parent/Guardian and Student,

I hope that you have been enjoying the summer break.  This is a great time for family, friends, and self.  Please continue to enjoy your summer days, but allow me to communicate some important information that will assist all of us with the start of our 2011-2012 school year.
Thanks to the hard work of parents, our students and teachers, Johns Creek High School made adequate yearly progress (AYP) for the 2010-11 school year: 98.8% of all Johns Creek students met or exceeded AYP thresholds in English Language Arts – that is a full 1.0 percentage point higher than last year; and 95.3% of all Johns Creek students met or exceeded AYP thresholds in Mathematics – that is a large 3.0 percentage point gain over last year’s pass rate!  Congratulations to all for that improved performance.  Our Advanced Placement scores also continue to improve.  Of the 16 AP courses taught at Johns Creek, 10 of those courses resulted in an 85% or higher pass rate for students.  This fall we will open our doors to approximately 1900 students – an increase of 300 students.  We will welcome a class of 500 freshmen as new Johns Creek Gladiators.  Our sophomore class will be 500 strong, our junior class will grow to 520, and our senior class will grow to 400.  We will be 162 strong in a faculty and staff team to serve you.
This fall we welcome Assistant Principal Carlton Harris as an additional team member.  Mr. Harris joins us after years as an assistant principal at Creekside High School in Fulton County.  He is excited to join us, and we are glad to gain his expertise and experience.  Officer Mark Stanley will be joining the administrative team as well this fall.  He will put his experience and expertise to use in a new role working alongside the assistant principals, assisting with student discipline.  
Each year, we work to improve.  Based on input from parents over the past two years, we are changing the summer information day requirement.  Returning JCHS students do not attend any information day this summer.  No returning students or parents need to stand in any lines!  The first required visit to JCHS for students in this fall’s freshman class is the Freshman Information Day to be held on Wednesday, August 10th.  Ninth grade students must report between 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  This is a drop-by 90 minute open session – you do not have to arrive right at the beginning, but you must simply come and complete your business during the specified 90 minute window.  If you have not already turned in the affidavit of residence to our front office earlier in the summer, you will report first to the cafeteria to turn in the affidavit of residence (form with instructions enclosed).  Next, freshmen will report to their first period teacher’s classroom.  First period classroom locations will be listed on large posters throughout the school.  Students will receive valuable information for the first day, a class schedule, a student handbook, and all textbooks in that first period classroom.  Students may tour the building to add comfort for that first day, walk a class schedule, take care of locker rental, P.E. uniform purchases, as well as get all remaining questions answered.  Attending on this day will absolutely cut down on any possible confusion on the first morning of classes.  We need to see all freshmen on August 10th if possible!  There is no make-up day, so if you are out of town, these tasks will be taken care of on the first day of school through the first period teacher.  
All returning students have already received a class schedule, that class schedule may also be checked on-line at the Home Access Center after August 1st, and all students will receive a latest copy of their class schedule in first period on the first day of school.  Additionally, all students will have textbooks waiting for them in their first period class on the first day of school.  This is why we need no information day visit for returning students.  We have had fantastic volunteers to make sure your schedules and textbooks are available for you as you walk in on the first day of school – no effort in long lines needed on your part!  Students new to Fulton County Schools who enrolled this spring or summer have been invited to a special information day hosted by our counseling department.
An “Affidavit of Residence” form is required annually for all students except seniors in all Fulton County schools.  This requirement has not changed from last year.  The form (included in this mailing) must be completed by a parent or guardian, notarized, and returned to the school by Friday, August 19th.  We welcome and encourage any parent or guardian to drop by and take care of the affidavit before the first day of school through the front office – open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. through the summer weeks and then daily from 9-3 
beginning August 3rd.  During the first week of school, students may turn in notarized affidavits to their first period teacher.  Parents of freshmen may complete this task at the Freshman Information Day - as a courtesy, we will have multiple notary publics in the cafeteria who will notarize your form and file it as “received.” You will avoid any lines at Freshman Information Day by taking care of the affidavit earlier through our front office.  Please read the instructions on the enclosed affidavit carefully; remember that you must sign in front of a notary.  As a parent or guardian, you may fill out this form, get it notarized where you wish, and return it to the school’s front office no later than August 19th.  The school must receive this affidavit of residence or a student may be subject to withdrawal. Note that there is a separate form for ninth grade students, who must provide documents (for review by notary only, we do not keep these documents) to verify current residence.  Returning JCHS students have a form that does not require that documentation. Seniors do not need to complete an affidavit at all.  
Students were to report any schedule change requests to Mr. Wiley between mid-June (when every student received a hard copy class schedule) and July 15th.  If you still have a schedule change request that you have not reported, you now must wait until the drop/add procedure is available on the first day of school, August 15th.  On that day, drop/add forms will be available in the counseling office; pick one up and follow the clear directions on that form.  All students’ first period class locations will be available on posters in the main hallways on that first morning, August 15th.  Go straight to your current first period that morning.  If you need to call counseling this summer regarding a non-schedule change issue, the direct line is 770-497-4374 and is answered on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  This direct counseling line will be answered daily from 9-3 beginning August 3rd.  
The first day of classes is Monday, August 15th.  Our school day this year will begin at 8:30 and end at 3:20.  Students should arrive to school between 8:00 and 8:25 in order to avoid any tardiness to the first class.  First period classroom locations will be listed on large posters throughout the main hallways of the building on the first day.  Faculty and staff members will also be posted throughout the building that morning to ensure that anyone with questions is directed appropriately.  We will make the first day back a very smooth one with your help.  Students simply need to report to their first period class by 8:30 a.m.  We will have everything ready for you there!
Students and parents need to be aware of one important disciplinary action change regarding student cell phone use during the school day.  The rule for cell phone use has not changed:  Students must turn cell phones completely off and store them completely out of sight from the 8:30 bell that begins class through the afternoon dismissal bell.  However, due to continuing widespread disregard of this rule by our students, the disciplinary action given if a student chooses to disregard this clear rule must now change:  Confiscated cell phones may be picked up by a parent only, on the following school day, in the front office after school between 3:45 and 4:00 p.m. daily.  The second offense and subsequent offenses will result in the school holding the cell phone for five school days.  Any student who does not relinquish his or her cell phone to a requesting JCHS adult will be assigned three days Out-of-School Suspension because this escalates to insubordination versus a cell phone violation. This is all clearly spelled out in our handbook also.  Students who appropriately abide by the cell phone policy will never be affected by this change.  If a parent or student has an emergency during the day, simply work through the adult staff in the front office; do not reach for your cell phone during school hours.  Thank you all for your support.
Congratulations to our JCHS PTSA for their very recent award!  Our JCHS PTSA was awarded First Place, Outstanding Local High School PTSA for the State of Georgia.  Parents, we enjoy and appreciate your involvement on campus.  To the many of you who have already been such great participants at Johns Creek High School to date, thank you!  Parents, please join us in our efforts at Johns Creek High School.  I am challenging every parent to join our PTSA this year.  I also want to challenge all parents of student athletes to join our Gladiator Athletic Association.  These are the best ways to receive communication about opportunities for involvement at JCHS.  Additionally, our PTSA and GAA provide essential support and resources to the school throughout the year.  Please see the enclosed JCHS PTSA letter.  There is an additional informational enclosure from our GAA.
Thank you for reading this important communication.  Parents, please share this information with your sons and daughters who are Johns Creek Gladiators.  The faculty and staff members of JCHS are looking forward to seeing all freshmen on August 10th and then all students for the start of a great school year on Monday, August 15th.  
Regards,

Buck Greene

